Page 2




Public Service Announcement
Rural Energy Conference in Valdez Sept 20-22, 2005
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                For more information contact:

September 15, 2005
Mike Harper: 269-3025

Becky Gay: 269-3024
Legislative leaders to speak at Rural Energy Conference
At “The Changing Face of Energy in Rural Alaska,” the 2005 Rural Energy Conference to be held at the Valdez Convention and Civic Center on September 20-22, a panel of legislators will discuss their views on rural energy.  

Speaker of the House Rep. John Harris (R-Valdez) will begin the discussion Wednesday morning, followed by Senator Gene Therriault (R-North Pole,) Chair of the Budget and Audit Committee, both members of the majority.  Co-chair of the legislative Bush caucus, Rep. Mary Kapsner (D-Bethel), will present a minority view of rural energy issues, followed by Senator Donny Olson (D-Nome) a member of Senate Finance.

Rural attendees include mayors, local government administrators, utility operators, bulk fuel plant managers, power plant operators and utility clerks along with vendors, contractors, researchers and government officials.  Technical sessions include a wide range of energy subjects including utility management and financing, wind generation and wind-diesel hybrids, training, green energy incentives, diesel generation improvements, data acquisition and control, new fuels, end-use efficiency, fuel cells and hydrogen fuels, hydroelectric, wave and tidal power and biomass energy.   

Sponsored by the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA), the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the University of Alaska’s Arctic Energy Technology Development Laboratory (AETDL,) the conference will begin with Mayor Bert Cottle of Valdez welcoming the conference attendees. Remarks from Ron Miller, Executive Director of AIDEA/AEA, Roger Marcil, the new Executive Director of the Denali Commission, and Drue Pearce, Senior Advisor for Alaskan Affairs, U.S. Department of Interior, will follow.  Approximately 300 attendees are expected.  As of today, 41 villages are represented in the registrations.  A trade show runs concurrently with the conference.  ###
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