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Alaska Energy Authority
Projects Under Construction
Summer 2012

Renewable Energy Fund Projects

Cordova Heat Recovery Construction

North Prince of Wales Island Intertie Project
Chuniisax Cr Hydroelectric Construction
Anchorage Landfill Gas Electricity Construction
Akutan Hydroelectric System Repair and Upgrade
Pilot Point Wind Power & Heat

St. Paul Wind Diesel Project

EVA Creek Wind Turbine Purchase

Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project

Thorne Bay School Wood Fired Boiler

Terror Lake Hydroelectric Project

Snettisham Transmission Ln Avalanche Mitigation
Lake & Peninsula Borough Wood Boilers

Hoonah Heat Recovery Project

Pelican Hydroelectric Upgrade Project

Pillar Mtn High Penetration Wind Project

Packer's Creek Hydroelectric Project

Reynolds Creek Hydroelectric Project

High Penetration Wind-Battery-Diesel Hybrid
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AEA Programs - Regional

Regional Planning

AEA has a lead role in regional energy planning for Alaska. The Authority initiates efforts in various regions to
help Alaskans determine their energy priorities and formulate energy plans. In 2012, AEA signed six contracts
with regional entities to develop energy plans in their respective regions. Additionally, as the owner of two key
Railbelt energy assets—the Bradley Lake Hydro Project and the Alaska Intertie—AEA has led, and continues to
lead, significant work for Alaska’s Railbelt grid.

Susitna-Watana

The hydroelectric potential of the Susitna River has been studied since the 1950s. In 2008, the Legislature
directed AEA to reevaluate hydroelectric potential on the Railbelt. In 2010, AEA announced its recommendation
that the state should move forward with the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project. In January 2011, Gov. Parnell
introduced legislation that would accomplish this goal. In April 2011, after many hearings and substantial public
involvement, the Legislature voted in favor of legislation that authorized AEA to own and construct a hydropower
project on the Susitna River.

AEA entered the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensing process in late 2011. Much of 2012 was
spent on the Susitna-Watana Hydro environmental program. Numerous stakeholder workgroups and technical
meetings were held to develop the Proposed Study Plan, which was filed with FERC in 2012. The Proposed

Study Plan includes 58 individual studies that focus on many resource areas, including: geology, water quality,

ice processes, geomorphology, instream flow, aquatic resources, wildlife, salmon and fish species, botanical
resources, recreation, aesthetics, cultural resources, socioeconomics, subsistence, transportation, project safety
and more. This is in addition to the historical data gathered from the 1980s’ Susitna River project and the 18
studies conducted during 2012.









Training

AEA trains local residents to

manage and operate rural energy
infrastructure. The intent of this
training is to ensure that community
personnel have the best skills

with which to sustain their energy
infrastructure in a business-like
manner. Proper training and good
management are keys to success.
When AEA’s commitment to provide
the best training is combined with
local residents’ commitment to

put it all into practice, the result is

an infrastructure that will last and

be useful its entire life span. Fifty-
four rural residents were trained

in FY 2012, including Bulk Fuel
Operators, Power Plant Operators,
Advanced Power Plant Operators and
Hydroelectric Power Plant Operators.
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AEA’s mission is to reduce the cost of energy in Alaska




