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Alaska Energy Authority 

Biomass Engineering Design and Permitting 

Request for Applications 

 

Announcement Date July 14, 2020 

Application Deadline: August 17, 2020 at 2:00 PM Alaska Standard Time 

 

Introduction 
The  Alaska  Energy  Authority  (Authority)  is  one  of  the  partners  in  the  Alaska  Wood  Energy 
Development  Task  Group  (AWEDTG) whose mission  is  to  increase  the  utilization  of  wood  for 
energy and biofuel production in Alaska.  For over a decade, the AWEDTG has been providing pre‐
feasibility studies to communities interested in wood heating systems for community buildings.  
This program is funded through grants from the United States Forest Service, State and Private 
Forestry,  with matching  funds  provided  by  the  State  of  Alaska.  The  pre‐feasibility  studies  are 
provided  at  no  cost  to  the  communities.    In  order  to  strengthen  wood  heating  project 
development, the Alaska Energy Authority would like to fund the next step in the biomass project 
development process ‐ design and engineering‐ to prepare projects for construction financing.    

Up to $100,000 will be available per selected applicants. Applicants will hire professional services 
to complete the engineered design and permitting for their community biomass projects.  A 20% 
cash match is required for this RFA. Larger cash or in‐kind match will receive more points in the 
scoring of the applications.  Monthly progress reporting is a requirement.  

The application for this program is designed to be very similar to the U.S. Forest Service Wood 
Innovations Program, so that applicants can apply to both programs with minimal extra work. 

Demonstration Projects and Applied Research projects will not be considered.  Early phase project 
development proposals (such as feasibility studies) will not be considered. 

Selected projects must be complete and closed out by December 31, 2020. 

This RFA receives part of the available funds through a grant from the United States Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service and as such is subject to the provisions of 2 CFR 200 which, in addition 
to  other  compliance  requirements, may  require  a  grantee  to  obtain  a  federal  single  audit  as 
identified in 2 CFR 200 Subpart F. 
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Program in Brief 
Application period: July 14, 2020 – August 17, 2020 
Eligibility: Wood Heating Projects that have a completed prefeasibility assessment or feasibility 
study within the last 10 years. 
Available Funding: $100,000 – maximum funding of $50,000 for a single building heating system, 
and $100,000 for a district heating system 
Number of projects to be funded: The actual funding amounts will depend on the quality of the 
proposals. 
 
Eligible Applicants 
Eligible applicants include for‐profit entities; State, Local, and Tribal Governments; School Districts; 
Communities; Not‐for‐Profit organizations; Institutions of Higher Education; and Special Purpose 
Districts (e.g., Public Utilities Districts, Fire Districts, Conservation Districts, and Ports) 
 
Eligible Projects  
Eligible  projects  are  limited  to  wood  heating  projects  in  communities  in  Alaska  that  have 
completed a pre‐feasibility assessment or feasibility study within the last 10 years. 
 

Timeline 

 July 14, 2020 Funding Announcement, application process opens 

 August 17, 2020 by 2:00pm Application Deadline 

 August 31, 2020 AEA review of applications, notification of awards 

 December 31, 2020 Deadline for all work to be completed 

 January 29, 2021 Final reports and grant closeout, if not completed sooner 
 
Services Provided 
The Authority will provide up to $100,000 per project for the final engineering design for a wood 
heating project.   The engineering and permitting expenses must be detailed in the application.  
Individual buildings or district heating loops are acceptable projects.  The expenses of one trip for 
up to two people to the community by the design engineer is acceptable.  The engineering firms 
hired must have documented experience  in wood‐fired heating  system design.   The maximum 
award for a single building heating system design is $50,000.  The maximum award for a district 
heating system design is $100,000.    
 
The final deliverables will be a 95% engineered design of the heating system.    
 
The Application and Program Process 

1.    Applicant completes the application form and submits to AEA by 2:00 pm August 17, 
2020 

 
2.    Applicant receives Notice of Award email from AEA ‐ if selected ‐ by August 31, 2020 

The applicant has an alternative option of requesting AEA to manage the project. 
3.    Applicant or AEA selects a contractor to develop design report 
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4.   Applicant submits monthly status updates and financial reimbursement requests 
(only for community managed grants)  

5.    Applicant submits final design and permitting package 
6.    AEA accepts the final design and permitting package 

 
Modifications to the RFA  
Applicants may submit written requests for clarifications or modifications to this request for 
applications (RFA) to the Grant Manager no later than August 7, 2020.  
Acceptance or denial of a request for clarification or modification is solely at the discretion of the 
Authority. The Grant Manager has 10 calendar days to respond. Failure of the Grant Manager to 
issue a written clarification or modification within 10 days from submittal of request shall be 
considered a denial of the request.  
Modifications to this RFA may be issued at any time prior to the deadline for receipt of 
applications at the Authority’s option. If modifications are issued within 10 days of the deadline 
for applications, the application deadline may be extended to allow time for applicants to 
respond to any changes. All modifications to this RFA will be in writing and posted to the 
program web site at http://www.akenergyauthority.org/What‐We‐Do/Energy‐Technology‐
Programs/Biomass.   
 
Grant Regulations  
Grant regulations, 3 AAC 108.400 to 3 AAC 108.499, effective June 30, 2013, are available for 
review at http://www.akenergyauthority.org/About/Statutes  
 
Application Preparation Costs  
The Authority shall not pay for any costs incurred by the applicants to prepare and submit their 
application. No costs incurred by the applicants in preparation of their application may be 
charged as an expense of performing the grant.  
 
How to Submit Completed Applications 
Please submit a completed Application to Alaska Energy Authority as described below by August 
17, 2020 at 2:00 PM, Alaska Standard Time. Please be as accurate and concise as possible to 
avoid delays in processing or disqualification. 
 
Complete and sign the Application Form and Application Narrative and submit to the authority 
either by email, fax, mail or in‐person submittal. 
Email to grants@akenergyauthority.org  
Fax: (907) 771‐3044 
Mail/drop off: Alaska Energy Authority  
Attn: Biomass Design RFP 
813 W. Northern Lights Blvd.  
Anchorage, AK, 99503‐2495  
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The Applicant is solely responsible for complete and timely submission of the application. The 
Authority accepts no responsibility for submissions of applications or for applications that are 
received after the application deadlines, whether because they were misdirected, delayed, or 
erroneously addressed or for any other reason. Failure to meet the deadline will result in the 
application being rejected.  
 
Confirmation of Receipt  
A confirmation of the receipt of your application will be made via email to the primary contact 
within two business days of receiving your application. 
 
Evaluation of Applications 

 Applications will be reviewed for meeting the eligibility requirements for applicants 
and projects.  Ineligible applicants will not be considered further and will be notified 
by email. 

 Reviewers will assign points to each proposal based on its ability to meet the 
following criteria.  Each proposal can earn a maximum of 100 total points. 

 
1.  Project Goals and Objectives (5 points total) 
 

a) Alignment with goals of the Alaska Wood Energy Development Task Group (5 
points) 
 

2.  Project Description (10 points total) 
 

a) Components of section adequately addressed (5 points) 
b) Reporting requirements addressed (5 points) 

 
3.  Project Impact (30 points total) 

 
a) Clear and reasonable deliverables and outcomes given funds requested (15 

points) 
b) Realistic presentation of impacts (10 points) 
c) Extent of impact on market or sector (5 points) 

 
 

4.  Project Readiness (20 points) 

 
a) Key personnel qualifications, capabilities, and certifications as well as experience 

on related projects and experience and performance of prior funded U.S. Forest 

Service or Alaska Energy Authority project(s) (if any). (10 points) 

b) Existing biomass feasibility study conducted within the last 10 years (10 points) 
 

5.  Project Need (10 points) 
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a) Applicant must provide a copy of a heating fuel invoice from within the last 12 

months. Applicants with the highest cost of energy will receive more points.  

6. Community Match (Up to 5 bonus points) 

a)  Projects require a minimum of 20% match that can be cash or in‐kind. Applicants that 
pledge a higher match will receive a higher score.  

 

7. Pathway to Construction (20 points) 
a) Key personnel have demonstrated experience in managing projects of this size and/or 

scope. (4 points) 
b) Clear and reasonable documentation of the intended biomass resource. (5 points) 
c) Located near or within 50 miles of a National Forest (3 points) 
d) Clear and reasonable description of the operations and maintenance plan for the 

boiler system. (5 points) 
e) Clear and reasonable description of the plan to fund the construction of the project. 

(3 points) 
 
Completion of Projects 
All design projects must complete the project by January 29, 2021.  
 

Minimum Project Deliverables 
 

1. Monthly Progress and Financial Reports: Recipients will be required to submit monthly 
reports that follow the Authority’s reporting requirements. These reports will include 
narrative, metric, and financial reporting. All reports must be submitted in the format 
and using the technology required by the Authority. 

2. Final Design Report 
3. Complete permitting package submitted to appropriate agencies 
4. Summary of Financial expenditures 

 
 
Additional Information 
All current forms and information about this program will be posted on AEA’s web site 
http://www.akenergyauthority.org/What‐We‐Do/Energy‐Technology‐Programs/Biomass  
Any other questions and comments may be addressed to: 
  Grants Manager Karin St. Clair 
  Alaska Energy Authority 
  813 West Northern Lights Blvd. 
  Anchorage, AK  99503 
  Phone:  (907) 771‐3081 
  E‐mail: grants@akenergyauthority.org  
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The Applicant is solely responsible for complete and timely submission of the application. The 
Authority accepts no responsibility for submissions of applications or for applications that are 
received after the application deadlines, whether because they were misdirected, delayed, or 
erroneously addressed or for any other reason. Failure to meet the deadline will result in the 
application being rejected.  
 
Confirmation of Receipt  
A confirmation of the receipt of your application will be made via email to the primary contact 
within two business days of receiving your application. 
 
Evaluation of Applications 

 Applications will be reviewed for meeting the eligibility requirements for applicants 
and projects.  Ineligible applicants will not be considered further and will be notified 
by email. 

 Reviewers will assign points to each proposal based on its ability to meet the 
following criteria.  Each proposal can earn a maximum of 100 total points. 

 
1.  Project Goals and Objectives (5 points total) 
 

a) Alignment with goals of the Alaska Wood Energy Development Task Group (5 
points) 
 

2.  Project Description (10 points total) 
 

a) Components of section adequately addressed (5 points) 
b) Reporting requirements addressed (5 points) 

 
3.  Project Impact (30 points total) 

 
a) Clear and reasonable deliverables and outcomes given funds requested (15 

points) 
b) Realistic presentation of impacts (10 points) 
c) Extent of impact on market or sector (5 points) 

 
 

4.  Project Readiness (20 points) 

 
a) Key personnel qualifications, capabilities, and certifications as well as experience 

on related projects and experience and performance of prior funded U.S. Forest 

Service or Alaska Energy Authority project(s) (if any). (10 points) 

b) Existing biomass feasibility study conducted within the last 10 years (10 points) 
 

5.  Project Need (10 points) 
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a) Applicant must provide a copy of a heating fuel invoice from within the last 12 

months. Applicants with the highest cost of energy will receive more points.  

6. Community Match (Up to 5 bonus points) 

a)  Projects require a minimum of 20% match that can be cash or in‐kind. Applicants that 
pledge a higher match will receive a higher score.  

 

7. Pathway to Construction (20 points) 
a) Key personnel have demonstrated experience in managing projects of this size and/or 

scope. (4 points) 
b) Clear and reasonable documentation of the intended biomass resource. (5 points) 
c) Located near or within 50 miles of a National Forest (3 points) 
d) Clear and reasonable description of the operations and maintenance plan for the 

boiler system. (5 points) 
e) Clear and reasonable description of the plan to fund the construction of the project. 

(3 points) 
 
Completion of Projects 
All design projects must complete the project by January 29, 2021.  
 

Minimum Project Deliverables 
 

1. Monthly Progress and Financial Reports: Recipients will be required to submit monthly 
reports that follow the Authority’s reporting requirements. These reports will include 
narrative, metric, and financial reporting. All reports must be submitted in the format 
and using the technology required by the Authority. 

2. Final Design Report 
3. Complete permitting package submitted to appropriate agencies 
4. Summary of Financial expenditures 

 
 
Additional Information 
All current forms and information about this program will be posted on AEA’s web site 
http://www.akenergyauthority.org/What‐We‐Do/Energy‐Technology‐Programs/Biomass  
Any other questions and comments may be addressed to: 
  Grants Manager Karin St. Clair 
  Alaska Energy Authority 
  813 West Northern Lights Blvd. 
  Anchorage, AK  99503 
  Phone:  (907) 771‐3081 
  E‐mail: grants@akenergyauthority.org  

 
 



APPLICATION 

Part 1: Applicant Contact Information 

1. Project Title:  

2. Project Cost & Applicant Funding 

a. Applicant Funding ($):  

b. Requested Authority Funding ($):  

c. Applicant Funding as a Percentage of Requested Authority Funding (A/B x 100):  

d. Total Project Cost ($):  

3. Contact Information 
Financial Agreement Applicant (Responsible official for the financial administration of the project) 

Name:  

Title:  

Organization/Company:  

Bureau/Division:  

Section/Program:  

Street Address/P.O. Box:  

City, State Zip:  

Phone:  

E‐mail Address:  

 

Project Contact 

(Responsible for management/coordination of project; if listed above, check box ☐ ) 

Name:  

Title:  

Organization/Company:  

Bureau/Division:  

Section/Program:  

Street Address/P.O. Box:  

City, State Zip:  

Phone:  

E‐mail Address:  
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Application Instructions: Address each of the following items listed under each section. There is a 

maximum of 6 pages per proposal for Part 1 of the Application, not including the Applicant 

Contact Information page or appendices. 

 

Part 1 (cont.): Narrative  

A. Basic Project Information  

 Project Title: Name of the project. 

 Project Length (in months):  The awarded project design must be complete by January 29, 

2021.   

B. Project Goals and Objectives 

 Statement of need (attach heating fuel invoice). 

 Specific goals and objectives in bullet point format. 

 Describe how the proposed project responds to the grant program goals, intent, and 

priorities listed in the instructions. 

C. Project Description 

 Describe the work plan with specific activities to be accomplished, organized according to 

the goals and objectives listed in Section B. 

 Describe how your budget aligns with these activities. 

 Describe the timeline and schedule for project activities. 

 Describe how progress will be measured. 

 *Describe the wood resource that will fuel this project. 

 *Describe the plans for operating and maintaining the boiler system. 

 *Describe your plans for funding the construction of this project.  

 

*‐ Additional requirement from the Wood Innovations Grant Application 

D. Project Impact  

 List anticipated project outcomes, deliverables, and desired results. 

 Describe anticipated project impacts, such as: 1) magnitude of impact on markets of 

generating renewable wood energy, 2) benefits to forest lands, and 3) job creation and 

retention. 

 Describe leveraged activities and actions and/or leveraged funds that maximize proposed 

project benefits. 

E. Qualifications of Team and Partners  
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 Key personnel qualifications, capabilities, and certifications as well as experience on 

related projects and experience and performance of prior funded grants (if any). 

F. Annual Progress Reports and Final Reports  

 Describe planned reports, documents, and success stories that will be provided at the 

end of the project for posting on the Alaska Biomass Website. 

 List the contact information for the person(s) responsible for reporting (reports should be 

submitted via e‐mail as Word documents or PDF format. 

Monthly Progress Reports are required.  A template will be provided with the grant 

documentation. The reports provide an overview of accomplishments of the goals and 

objectives listed in the approved project narrative, including documentation of activities 

generated by the award.  A detailed Final Report is required that will include the final design 

documents and a financial summary. 

G. Budget Summary and Justification   

 Address proposed expenditures in relation to the proposed project description. 

 Include cash and in‐kind match, other funds, and staff time that may help accomplish the 

project. 

Please complete the following budget table. The budget should support the narrative 

statements and reflect needed costs. 

Proposals selected for funding should be complete by August 3, 2020. 

Equipment purchases, basic research, feasibility, and construction will NOT be funded under 

this funding opportunity.  This funding opportunity is for Engineered Design and Permitting 

only. 

H. Appendices 

Include attachments as appropriate based on project category and include a Table of 

Contents if there are more than two separate appendices. 

Please note: Applicants must submit letters of support from third‐party organizations 

confirming the amount of cash or in‐kind services to be provided. These letters of support 

should be included as an appendix, preferably the first appendix if multiple appendices are 

included. 
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1. Budget Table 

Milestone or Task 
AEA 
Grant 
Funds 

Grantee 
Matching 
Funds 

Source of 
Matching Funds: 

Cash/In‐
kind/Federal 
Grants/Other 

State 
Grants/Other 

TOTALS 

(List milestones based on phase and 
type of project.  See sections 2.3 thru 
2.6 of the RFA ) 

$  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  $  $    $ 

  TOTALS  $  $    $ 

         

Direct Labor & Benefits  $  $    $ 

Travel & Per Diem  $  $    $ 

Contractual Services  $  $    $ 

            TOTALS  $  $    $ 
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Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity 

by the ____________ 
in Connection with the Grant from the Alaska Energy Authority 

Grant Agreement _____________ 
 
1. The ________________ a federally-recognized Alaska Native tribal entity, expressly and 
irrevocably waives its sovereign immunity and gives its consent to be sued in and to have 
judgment entered against it in the courts or administrative tribunals of the State of Alaska 
(“State”) or in federal courts or administrative tribunals for the relief specified below.  

2. Action.  Immunity is waived solely as to: 

a. Any administrative agency action or civil action filed by Alaska Energy Authority 
(AEA) or other State body against _______,  or its officials or officers acting in 
their official capacities, for a breach or violation of the Grant Agreement 
_____________ a true unexecuted copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1.  

b. Any defense, cross-claim, counterclaim, offset, or third-party claim against the 
________ or its officials or officers acting in their official capacities by AEA or 
other State body in response to an administrative agency action or civil action 
involving ______or its employees or officials acting in their official capacities 
and involving the grant or work performed thereunder.  

c. Any claim arising under or related to the grant asserted against the ______or its 
officials or officers acting in their official capacities by AEA or other State body 
(1) in response to third-party claims against AEA or other State body as a result of 
the __________’s actions, or the actions of the __________’s officials, officers, 
employees or agents, during the execution of the grant; (2) to compel compliance 
with a subpoena, (3) to compel compliance with a lawful judgment, order, or 
process of the administrative body or state court, or (4) to prevent any other 
unlawful interference with the process or proceedings of an administrative body 
or state or federal court and to seek any available remedies against _______ via 
contempt proceedings (see, e.g., AS 9.50.010, AS 9.50.020 and AS 9.50.040).  

3. Remedy:  The remedies available under this waiver shall be limited as follows:   

a. Monetary relief;  

b. Equitable relief for the remedy of specific performance, including but not limited 
to injunctive relief and declaratory relief;  

c. Any available remedies for contempt;  

d. Levy and execution against _______ funds for costs or attorney’s fees awarded to 
AEA or other State body, to enforce a money judgment awarded to AEA or other 
State body under this waiver, as well as to enforce a contempt order or any remedy 
provided for in the contempt order; and  
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e. Only funds belonging to _______are subject to potential levy and execution or 
other legal process; no personal assets of _______officials or officers are subject to 
levy, execution, or other mechanisms to enforce a judgment.  

4. Federal Tort Claims Act.  This limited waiver of sovereign immunity shall not be 
construed as an agreement or concession by_______ to limit, waive or alter the coverage of 
section 314 of Public Law 101-512 or the Federal Tort Claims Act for any claim to which those 
laws apply. 

5. No Third Party Beneficiary.  _______does not waive sovereign immunity as to any third 
party. No provision of this waiver shall be interpreted as waiving the _______’s sovereign 
immunity or granting _______ consent for a suit to be brought directly against the _______ or 
any ______ official or officer by any party other than AEA or other State body, nor shall any 
provision in this waiver be construed as creating in the public or any person a third party benefit 
or to otherwise authorize any person to maintain a suit for personal injury or other cause of 
action under the terms of this waiver or the Grant Agreement.  

6. Forum. Except as otherwise provided by law, Alaska State Courts shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction over all civil actions described in this waiver of sovereign immunity and any civil 
action initiated by any party that arises under or is in any manner related to the grant shall be 
filed in the courts of the State of Alaska with venue in the relevant judicial district where______ 
is located.  

7. Effect of Future Amendment of Constitution or other Constitutive Document.  If any 
Constitution, by-law, ordinance or other document relevant to ________ is amended in the 
future, this waiver of sovereign immunity shall continue in full force and effect regardless of the 
terms of any such future amendments.  

8. Applicable Law and Rules of Construction.  This Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity 
shall be interpreted under the laws of the State of Alaska. The parties had a full and fair 
opportunity to consult with legal counsel, to ask questions, and to consider this Limited Waiver 
of Sovereign Immunity’s specific provisions. This Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity will 
not be interpreted in favor of or against either party.  

9. Approval by Council Required.  This Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity shall be 
effective when it is approved by official act of the Council in accordance with the relevant 
Constitution, by-laws, and all applicable tribal rules and ordinances that apply to _______.  
Approval shall be recorded in a document that certifies that the approval occurred in accordance 
with such applicable rules and ordinances.  

10. Duration.  This Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity shall expire upon expiration of 
any applicable statute of limitations following the termination of the grant.  
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SIGNATURE 
 
___________________________________________ 

BY:_____________________________________________ 

PRINTED NAME: _________________________________ 

TITLE: __________________________________________ 

DATE: __________________________________________ 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
STATE OF ALASKA    ) 

   ) ss.  
______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT  ) 
 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on the ________________________________ (date), the 
foregoing Limited Waiver of Sovereign Immunity was signed and acknowledged before me by 
_______________________(name), the ______________________________(title) of the 
________________________(tribal entity), who swore, under oath or affirmation, that:   

 
(1) he/she is acting on behalf of ___________ and under its constitutional authority,  
(2) he/she has the authority to sign for and bind ___________and its officials, 
employees and successors to the commitments and conditions of this Limited 
Waiver of Sovereign Immunity, and  
(3) ___________ fully complied with all current procedure and requirements 
necessary to validly authorize his/her signature on this Limited Waiver of 
Sovereign Immunity and to waive ___________’s sovereign immunity whether 
those procedures or requirements are contained in the most recent versions of the 
Constitution, constitutional interpretations, constitutional by-laws, rules adopted 
under the Constitution, the Record of Organization (if any), the tribal ordinances, 
or any other rules. 
 
 

______________________________ 
Notary Public in and for Alaska 
My Commission expires: _________ 
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