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4.9 Cultural and Tribal Resources 

Information from federal, state, and local agencies, consultants, and academia were 
compiled to summarize cultural and historic resources within 1 mile of the proposed 
Project area. Previous cultural resource investigations and previously recorded cultural 
resources information are included in this summary.  

4.9.1 Affected Environment  

4.9.1.1 Cultural Context 

The region of Kachemak Bay has a rich history of Indigenous and historic activities. 
Kachemak Bay is a part of the homelands of the Alutiq/Sugpiaq people. Indigenous 
people have continuously lived in the area dating back to 5,000 years before present, with 
sites such as the Sylva Site and the Island Creek Site radiocarbon dated to around 4,600 
years ago (Kopperl 2012; Workman 1998). The Alutiq/Sugpiaq people continue to live in 
several communities along Kachemak Bay. Traditional practices, still practiced today, are 
evidenced by shell middens, tools, house floors, and other items recorded at 
archaeological sites in the region. Approximately 200 years ago, European explorers 
began directly interacting with Indigenous people in Kachemak Bay and Cook Inlet (Cook 
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