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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The proposed Dixon Diversion Dam, located on the Kenai Peninsula near Homer, Alaska, will divert water 
from the East Fork Martin River (EFMR) immediately below the Dixon Glacier, through a 4.7-mile-long 
diversion tunnel to Bradley Lake for hydropower production. The Dixon Diversion Dam will be situated 
immediately below the toe of the Dixon Glacier with a drainage area of 19.3 mi2. The watershed upstream 
from the Dixon Diversion is anticipated to provide an average annual water yield of 200,000 ac-ft per year. 

Sediment yield from the glaciated watershed could be large and range from 610,000 to 6,100,000 yd3/yr 
(clay, silt, sand, gravel, and cobble-sized sediment). Assuming that coarse sediment (gravel and cobbles) 
is 5% of the total loading, the average annual gravel and cobble load ranges from 
30,000 to 300,000 yd3/yr. Based on streambed aggradation in the Martin River measured using LiDAR 
mapping in 2022 and 2024, the annual average coarse sediment yield from the glacier is approximately 
40,000 yd3/yr. 

The proposed Dixon Diversion consists of several components: the diversion dam, the tunnel intake, the 
forebay berm, and dike/sediment guide wall (Figure E1). Between the diversion dam and the forebay 
berm is the diversion pool area (shaded in green), and the area leading from the forebay berm to the 
tunnel intake is the forebay pool area (shaded blue).  

 

Figure E1: Dixon Diversion site layout. 
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Construction of a sediment guide wall within the diversion pool is planned to steer inflowing sediment 
particles toward the diversion dam to the Obermeyer gates for flushing when the gates are lowered. The 
sediment guide wall also creates a longer flow path, giving sediment more settling time, before water is 
diverted through the tunnel to Bradley Lake. 

The diversion pool created by the diversion dam will trap a significant portion of the inflowing sediment 
load. The portion of the sediment load not trapped will be released downstream to the EFMR or diverted 
through the diversion tunnel to Bradley Lake. The diversion pool is expected to trap nearly all the inflowing 
cobbles and gravel-sized particles. Most of the sand-sized particles are expected to deposit, while most of 
the silt and clay-sized sediment are expected to continue past the diversion pool. Sedimentation will be 
managed through periodic hydraulic and mechanical flushing of the deposited sediment to the 
downstream river channel.  

A numerical model was developed to simulate sedimentation behind the dam, which also allows for 
estimating the quantities of sediment that may pass to the downstream channel and through the diversion 
tunnel. In the absence of sediment load measurements (suspended sediment concentration and bed 
load), model inputs were estimated as probability distributions for a reasonable range of values. 
Application of the Monte Carlo approach provided a method for evaluating the uncertainty of the model 
inputs: average annual bed-material load, the portion of total load that is bed-material load, and the 
exponent of the sediment-discharge equation. 

Based on sediment settling-basin model simulations, there will be significant variability in the annual 

and daily sediment loads entering the diversion pool. Higher sediment loads will fill the pool more 

rapidly than lower sediment loads. Once sediment has largely filled the diversion along the front side of 

the guide wall, hydraulic flushing will be necessary to prevent coarse sediment particles from entering 

the diversion tunnel. Sedimentation along the back side of the guide wall must be mechanically flushed 

to maintain the trap efficiency for coarse particles. The sediment flushed to the downstream river 

channel will primarily consist of cobbles, gravel, and coarse sand. 

The annual number of sediment flushes will vary from year to year. The annual number of front side 

sediment (hydraulic) flushes most likely ranges from 3 to 32 (90% of the years), with a median of 

14 flushes per year. The number of back side (mechanical) flushes is similar to the front side, ranging 

from 2 to 32 (90% of the years), with a median of 13 flushes per year. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The proposed Dixon Diversion Dam will divert water from the East Fork Martin River (EFMR) immediately 
below the Dixon Glacier, through a 4.7-mile-long diversion tunnel to Bradley Lake for hydropower 
production. There is no plan for a road to be built; all access will be via helicopter and possibly the 
diversion tunnel. Given the difficult site access, the diversion will need to be operated remotely. Figure 1 
shows the project location on the Kenai Peninsula near Homer, Alaska.  

 
Figure 1. Project location map. 

The diversion pool created by the diversion dam will trap a portion of the inflowing sediment load. The 
portion of the sediment load not trapped will be released downstream to the EFMR or diverted through 
the diversion tunnel to Bradley Lake. The diversion pool is expected to trap nearly all the inflowing cobbles 
and gravel-sized particles. Most of the sand-sized particles are expected to deposit, while most of the silt 
and clay-sized sediment are expected to continue past the diversion pool. The sedimentation will be 
managed through periodic hydraulic and mechanical flushing of the deposited sediment to the 
downstream river channel. A numerical model was developed to simulate sedimentation, which also 
allows for estimating the quantities of sediment that may pass to the downstream channel and through 
the diversion tunnel. The model was also used to predict the frequency of hydraulic and mechanical 
sediment flushing. 

1.1 WATERSHED 
The Dixon Diversion will be situated immediately below the toe of the Dixon Glacier with a drainage area 
of 19.3 mi2. Currently, the glacier covers nearly the entire drainage area, but is retreating. Based on Google 
Earth imagery, the glacier has retreated approximately 2,000 ft upstream along the stream channel since 
2003, exposing the Dixon Diversion site.  
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The watershed upstream from the Dixon Diversion is anticipated to provide an average annual water yield 
of 200,000 ac-ft per year (based on the past 10 years of record). About half of the water yield is from the 
100+ in. of annual precipitation (snow and rain), and the other half is from glacier melting. The Martin 
River Hydrology Study Report provides an estimate of the average annualized glacier-melt volume at 
95,000 ac-ft/yr [1]. 

There are three years of stream gage measurements on the EFMR (2023-2025). Using those three years 
of record and a gage transform from USGS Station 15238990, the synthetic record on the EFMR extends 
from 1980 through 2022. The composite hydrograph record on the EFMR is on a daily timestep for 
46 years. The Martin River Hydrology Report describes the stream gaging program and the basis for the 
extended hydrograph record (Figure 2 and Figure 3) [1]. 

 

Figure 2. EFMR hydrograph 1980-2022 (synthetic), 2023-2025 (measured). 
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Figure 3. EFMR runoff volumes 1980-2022 (synthetic), 2023-2025 (measured). 

1.2 SEDIMENT SOURCES 

Sediment carried to the diversion pool will primarily be released by the Dixon Glacier, which covers most 
of the drainage area, with additional sediment from the exposed surfaces in the drainage area between 
the glacier and the diversion dam (Figure 4). Appendix A shows an overview of the drainage area upstream 
from the Dixon Diversion Dam. 

The sediment load rates to the diversion pool have not been measured; therefore, a range of 
average-annual sediment loads were estimated. First, the range of average-annual bed-material load 
(gravel and cobble, particles greater than 2 mm) was estimated based on the braid-plain geomorphology 
of the Martin River downstream [2].  

For fast-moving temperate valley glaciers in the tectonically active ranges of southeast Alaska, the glacial 
erosion rates range from 10 to 100 mm/yr. With a drainage area of 19.3 mi2, the sediment loading may 
range from 610,000 to 6,100,000 yd3/yr [3]. Assuming that coarse sediment (gravel and cobbles) is 5% of 
the total loading, the average annual gravel and cobble load ranges from 30,000 to 300,000 yd3/yr. Based 
on streambed aggradation in the Martin River measured using LiDAR mapping in 2022 and 2024, the 
annual average coarse sediment yield from the glacier is around 40,000 yd3/yr [4]. 

The annual gravel and cobble load is only a portion of the annual total sediment load, and the range in 
gravel and cobble load portion percentages was estimated based on experience in, and data from, other 
glaciated river systems (Table 1). For example, if the average annual load of gravel and cobble is 
40,000 yd3/yr, and that load is 5% of the total load, then the average annual total load is 800,000 yd3/yr. 
Note these are estimated average annual loads; sediment transport is episodic, and some years will 
greatly exceed the average, while others will be significantly less than the average. 
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Figure 4. Sediment below the toe of the Dixon Glacier (top) and proposed diversion pool (bottom). 
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Table 1. Range of average annual total sediment loads. 

Annual gravel-
cobble sediment 

yield (yd3/yr) 

Gravel-cobble portion of  
total sediment yield 

3% 5% 10% 15% 

Annual total sediment yield (yd3/yr) 

10,000 333,000 200,000 100,000 66,700 

20,000 667,000 400,000 200,000 133,000 

40,000 1,333,000 800,000 400,000 267,000 

60,000 2,000,000 1,200,000 600,000 400,000 

80,000 2,667,000 1,600,000 800,000 533,000 

As stated above, the daily sediment loads are unknown. However, sediment loads in rivers are typically 
related to river discharge through an empirical power function, commonly known as a sediment rating 
curve (Equation 1):  

 𝑸𝒔 = 𝒂 𝑸𝒘
𝒃 (1) 

Where: 

Qs is the sediment load (or sediment discharge, typically in tons/day), 
Qw is the water discharge (or river discharge), 
a  is a coefficient related to the sediment availability, and  
b  is an exponent that defines the power relationship.  

The sediment load increases exponentially with discharge, and the exponent (b) typically ranges from 1.5 
to 3, meaning a small increase in discharge can cause a large increase in sediment transport. If the 
exponent (b) is assumed to be constant (e.g., 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0), the coefficient (a) can be back-calculated 
so that the summation of computed daily sediment loads over the 46-year period (1980 through 2025) 
equals an assumed average annual sediment load. For example, if the average annual total sediment load 
is assumed to be 800,000 yd3/yr, and the exponent (b) of Equation 1 is assumed to be 2, then the 
coefficient (a) of Equation 1 can be computed to be 9.1182× 10-3. 

Applying the following sediment-discharge rating curve equation (Equation 2) to the daily discharge 
hydrograph produced a daily sediment inflow hydrograph to the diversion pool (Figure 5). In this example, 
the average sum of the daily sediment loads over the 46-year period equals 800,000 yd3/yr. 

 𝑸𝒔 = 𝟗. 𝟏𝟏𝟖𝟐 × 𝟏𝟎−𝟑 𝑸𝒘
𝟐 (2) 
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Figure 5. Example estimates of daily sediment load entering Dixon Diversion for the 46-year period 
from 1980 through 2025. 

Measured bed material particle size gradations are available for the Martin River (Figure 6). The sediment 
particles of the bed material surface were transported by the river, but this size gradation does not 
account for the sediment load of clay, silt, and sand-sized particles transported by the river as suspended 
load. Therefore, a range of assumed particle size gradations for the total sediment load was developed 
(Figure 6) and then applied to estimate the daily sediment inflow by particle size class. An example of this 
procedure is provided in Table 3, which is based on an assumed discharge of 1,000 cfs, a gravel and cobble 
yield of 40,000 yd3/yr, the gravel and cobble load is 5% of the total sediment load, and the use of 
Equation 2.  
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Figure 6. Sediment particle size gradations for one measured bed material and a range of assumed 
gradations representing the total sediment load. 

Table 2. Example computation of the daily sediment yield rate by particle size for a discharge of   
1,000 cfs and the use of Equation 2. 

Sediment Particle 
Size Class 

Sediment Particle 
Diameter Range Portion in 

Size Class 

Sediment 
Yield Rate 

(mm) (mm) (yd3/day) 

Small cobbles 64 128 0.50% 46 

Very coarse gravel 32 64 0.90% 82 

Coarse gravel 16 32 0.90% 82 

Medium gravel 8.0 16 0.90% 82 

Fine gravel 4.0 8.0 0.90% 82 

Very fine gravel 2.0 4.0 0.90% 82 

Very coarse sand 1.0 2.0 5.38% 491 

Coarse sand 0.50 1.0 5.38% 491 

Medium sand 0.25 0.50 7.38% 673 

Fine sand 0.13 0.25 8.38% 765 

Very fine sand 6.3E-2 0.13 9.38% 856 

Coarse silt 3.1E-2 6.3E-2 10.38% 947 
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Sediment Particle 
Size Class 

Sediment Particle 
Diameter Range Portion in 

Size Class 

Sediment 
Yield Rate 

(mm) (mm) (yd3/day) 

Medium silt 1.6E-2 3.1E-2 10.38% 947 

Fine silt 7.8E-3 1.6E-2 10.38% 947 

Very fine silt 3.9E-3 7.8E-3 10.38% 947 

Coarse clay 2.0E-3 3.9E-3 7.38% 673 

Medim clay 9.8E-4 2.0E-3 5.38% 491 

Fine clay 4.9E-4 9.8E-4 3.38% 309 

Very fine clay 2.4E-4 4.9E-4 1.38% 126 

Daily total 2.4E-4 128 100.00% 9,118 

1.3 DIXON DIVERSION DAM FEATURE LAYOUT 
The proposed Dixon Diversion consists of several components: the diversion dam, the tunnel intake, the 
forebay berm, and dike/sediment guide wall. Figure 7 presents the site layout with each of the 
components labeled. Between the diversion dam and the forebay berm is the diversion pool area (shaded 
in green), and the area leading from the forebay berm to the tunnel intake is the forebay pool area (shaded 
blue).  

 

Figure 7. Dixon Diversion site layout. 



 
 

Bradley Lake Expansion Project 
Dixon Diversion Sediment Management Study 

 

Page 11 

Water from the Dixon Glacier enters the project site from the southwest and is guided into the diversion 
pool by the dike and sediment guide wall to direct inflow towards the diversion dam. The diversion pool 
is created by the ~25 ft tall diversion dam. The diversion dam includes two 32.8 ft (10 m) long by 21-ft tall 
Obermeyer gates with a maximum raised crest elevation of 1,276 ft and a minimum lowered elevation of 
1,255 ft. The Obermeyer gates will be independently operable and are intended to be the primary means 
of sediment removal from behind the diversion and to pass large floods. Minimum instream flow (MIF) 
requirements will be delivered via a slide gate. Another slide gate (low-level bypass) is included to allow 
for an alternative means of MIF deliveries in conjunction with potential finer-grained sediment removal 
and operational flexibility during diversion or maintenance activities. 

The MIF gate will not be used for passing sediment and is positioned with an invert elevation of 1,263 ft 
to ensure it will remain free of sediment and able to reliably deliver water downstream. The diversion 
pool floor elevation will vary with sedimentation, but sediment will be periodically flushed down to the 
minimum lowered Obermeyer gate elevation (elevation 1,255 ft).  

A sediment guide wall will extend off the dike to direct flow and sediment towards the diversion and the 
Obermeyer gates. The wall creates a longer flow path for water going to the tunnel, increasing the 
hydraulic residence time and promoting sediment to deposit in front of the diversion. The sediment guide 
wall also helps concentrate velocity towards the diversion during sediment flushing operations. 

The forebay berm divides the diversion pool from the forebay pool that leads to the tunnel intake. The 
purpose of the forebay berm is to ensure that water submerges the MIF gate before flowing into the 
tunnel. The adverse topographic grade up to the forebay sill also protects the tunnel’s precast concrete 
liner from abrasion by promoting sediment deposition in the diversion pool area. 

The Dixon Diversion site features are all related and function as a system to deliver water into the tunnel 
and to ensure the minimum instream flow requirements are met. For example, the forebay berm sill 
elevation ensures that the first water in the diversion pool will go through the MIF gate. 

1.4 REPRESENTATIVE SITE HYDRAULICS 
Figure 8 and Figure 9 present the two primary operating conditions of the diversion. In Figure 9, when one 
of the Obermeyer gates is down/opened, all of the inflow is routed through the diversion structure, 
creating riverine hydraulic conditions with shear stresses large enough to move cobbles. For reference, 
the tunnel design flow is 1,650 cfs. With an approximate MIF requirement of 100 cfs, a design inflow is 
1,750 cfs, which is a high flow for a season, but less than a 2-yr flood peak. Note that the inflow design 
flood (IDF) for the Dixon Diversion is the 100-yr flood [5]. 
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Figure 8. Simulated flow-velocity vectors for a typical operation condition of 1,750 cfs inflow (1,650 cfs 
to the tunnel, 100 cfs to the MR from the MIF Gate). 
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Figure 9: Typical sediment flushing condition of 1,750 cfs inflow (all water through the Obermeyer 
Gates). 

1.5 SEDIMENT DEPOSITION 
Sediment will accumulate in the diversion pool area in two primary size distributions. The larger 
coarse-grained materials (sands, gravels, cobbles, and boulders) will fall out early upon entering the 
diversion pool, forming a delta. The fine-grained sediments (clays, silts, and some sands) will continue 
suspended in the water to be deposited in eddies near the diversion dam and on the backside of the 
sediment guide wall. Fine-grained sediment will also flow past the diversion dam via the MIF releases and 
over the forebay berm into the tunnel; little to no sediment is expected to be deposited in the forebay 
pool.  

Figure 10 presents how sediment is expected to deposit in the diversion pool, forming a delta. The delta 
will extend upstream and downstream as it grows. Assuming an average channel width of 100 ft and an 
upstream boundary elevation of 1,282 ft (~ the National Wildlife Refuge boundary), the maximum 
sediment storage volume is approximately 11,000 yd3. Since the Dixon Diversion is expected to experience 
an average coarse sediment load of 40,000 yd3/yr, the diversion pool will need to be flushed periodically 
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to maintain operations. Delta formations are shown for three arbitrary deltas (Delta 1, Delta 2, and 
Delta 3), with foreset lengths of 50 ft, 75 ft, and 170 ft, respectively. See Appendix B for further details.  

 
Figure 10: Dixon Diversion sediment delta formation. 

2.0 GENERAL SETTLING BASIN MODELING STRATEGY 
To quantify the estimated sedimentation volumes, gradations, and flushing frequency, a sediment settling 
basin model was developed with the following objectives: 

• Estimate the rates of sediment deposition within the Dixon diversion pool 

• Estimate the rates of downstream sediment delivery to the EFMR 

• Estimate the rates of downstream sediment delivery to Bradley Lake 

• Estimate the frequency that sediment will have to be hydraulically flushed or mechanically 

flushed (removed) from the Dixon diversion pool 

The diversion pool upstream of the Dixon Diversion Dam will act as a settling basin for the incoming 
sediment load. Coarse sediment particles (coarse sand, gravel, cobbles, and boulders) will tend to deposit 
within the pool, whereas some of the finer particles (clay, silt, and fine to medium sand) may either 
deposit within the diversion pool or pass through without depositing, continuing down the EFMR or to 
Bradley Lake. Sediment settling-basin models were developed to simulate the deposition and passage of 
sediment particles entering the diversion pool. These simulations are based on daily input volumes of 
water and sediment, by particle size class, entering the pool (Table 3).  
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Table 3. Sediment size classification and particle size range (based on Lane et al. 1947 [6]). 

Sediment Particle Size 
Class  

Sediment Particle 
Diameter Range 

Geometric Mean 
Diameter 

(mm) (mm) (mm) (ft) 

Small cobbles 64 130 91 0.30 

Very coarse gravel 32 64 45 0.15 

Coarse gravel 16 32 23 7.4E-2 

Medium gravel 8.0 16 11 3.7E-2 

Fine gravel 4.0 8.0 5.7 1.9E-2 

Very fine gravel 2.0 4.0 2.8 9.3E-3 

Very coarse sand 1.0 2.0 1.4 4.6E-3 

Coarse sand 0.50 1.0 0.71 2.3E-3 

Medium sand 0.25 0.50 0.35 1.2E-3 

Fine sand 0.13 0.25 0.18 5.8E-4 

Very fine sand 6.3E-2 0.13 8.8E-2 2.9E-4 

Coarse silt 3.1E-2 6.3E-2 4.4E-2 1.5E-4 

Medium silt 1.6E-2 3.1E-2 2.2E-2 7.3E-5 

Fine silt 7.8E-3 1.6E-2 1.1E-2 3.6E-5 

Very fine silt 3.9E-3 7.8E-3 5.5E-3 1.8E-5 

Coarse clay 2.0E-3 3.9E-3 2.8E-3 9.1E-6 

Medim clay 9.8E-4 2.0E-3 1.4E-3 4.5E-6 

Fine clay 4.9E-4 9.8E-4 6.9E-4 2.3E-6 

Very fine clay 2.4E-4 4.9E-4 3.5E-4 1.1E-6 

2.1 MODEL AREAS 
Sediment settling-basin models were applied to the diversion pool in two parts to estimate the 

sedimentation rates within the pool (Figure 11).  

1. Front Side model area: From the EFMR diversion pool inlet, along the sediment guide wall to the 

Dixion Diversion Dam. 

2. Back Side model area: From the downstream end of the sediment guide wall to the forebay 

berm sill. 



 
 

Bradley Lake Expansion Project 
Dixon Diversion Sediment Management Study 

 

Page 16 

 

Figure 11. Layout of sediment settling basin models. 

For each model area, sediment trap efficiencies were estimated for a range of EFMR inflow rates and 
sediment settling lengths. These sediment trap efficiencies were then applied to the estimated sediment 
inflow rates. 

Sediment loads from the Dixon Glacier are the upstream boundary input to the front side of the sediment 
guide wall model area. A portion of the sediment outflow from the front side area was simulated to be 
released with the MIF deliveries, and the remainder flows to the back side model area. Uncaptured 
sediment will be conveyed through the tunnel to Bradley Lake. 

2.2 PROBABILITY DISTRIBUTIONS OF KEY MODEL INPUTS 
In summary, there are three input variables for numerical modeling of diversion pool sedimentation: 

• Average annual gravel and cobble load of the Dixon Glacier 

• Gravel and cobble load portion of the total sediment load 

• Equation 1 sediment-discharge exponent, b  
 
Even though specific values for these key model inputs are not known, probability distributions for these 
inputs can be assumed based on professional judgment from experience in other glacier and river systems 
(Figure 12, Figure 13, and Figure 14). Using these probability distributions, Monte Carlo model simulations 
were performed to estimate the likely rates of sediment deposition, sediment delivery to the downstream 
river, sediment delivery to Bradley Lake, and the frequency that sediment will need to be flushed from 
the diversion pool [7]. 
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Figure 12. Assumed probability distribution for the average annual gravel and cobble load of the East 

Fork Martin River.  

 

Figure 13. Assumed probability distribution for the gravel and cobble load portion of the total 
sediment load for the East Fork of the Martin River. 

 

Figure 14. Assumed probability distribution for the sediment-discharge equation exponent for the 
East Fork of the Martin River. 
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3.0 SETTLING BASIN MODELING EQUATIONS 
The sediment setting basin model begins with mass balance equations. The sediment deposition rate 
equals the sediment inflow rate multiplied by the sediment trap efficiency (Equation 3). 

 𝑸(𝒔−𝒅𝒆𝒑) = 𝑸(𝒔−𝒊𝒏) 𝑷 (3) 

𝑄(𝑠−𝑑𝑒𝑝) =  sediment deposition rate (yd3/day), 

𝑄(𝑠−𝑖𝑛) = sediment inflow rate (yd3/day), 

P =  sediment trap efficiency (%), 

The sediment outflow rate equals the sediment inflow rate multiplied by one minus the sediment trap 
efficiency (Equation 4). 

 𝑸(𝒔−𝒐𝒖𝒕) = 𝑸(𝒔−𝒊𝒏) (𝟏 − 𝑷) (4) 

𝑄(𝑠−𝑜𝑢𝑡) = sediment outflow rate (yd3/day), 

The sediment trap efficiency is a function of the ratio of particle fall velocity multiplied by the settling 
basin length, divided by the product of the average flow velocity and the average flow depth (Equation 5) 
[8]: 

 𝑷 = (𝟏 −
𝟏

𝒆
(

𝟏.𝟎𝟎𝟓 𝝎 𝑳
𝑽  𝑫

)
) (5) 

Where: 
ω = sediment particle-fall velocity (ft/s), 
L = settling basin length (ft), 
V = average water discharge velocity through settling basin (ft/s), 
D = average settling basin flow depth (ft), 

The average flow rate through the settling basin is equal to the discharge rate divided by the 
cross-sectional area of discharge, where the cross-sectional area is equal to the average basin width 
multiplied by the average basin depth (Equation 6): 

 𝑽 =
𝑸𝒘

𝑾  𝑫
 (6) 

Where: 
Qw = inflow discharge rate (cfs), 
W = average settling basin width (ft), 

If the discharge, and the average basin width and depth (Equation 6), are substituted for velocity in 
Equation 5, then the sediment trap efficiency equation can be rewritten (Equation 7): 

 

𝑷 = (𝟏 −
𝟏

𝒆
(

𝟏.𝟎𝟎𝟓 𝝎 𝑨𝒔
𝑸𝒘

)
) (7) 

Where: 
As = surface area of the diversion pool (ft2) (𝐴𝑠 = 𝐿 𝑊), 
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Rubey (1933) developed an equation to predict sediment particle fall velocity for gravel, sand, and 
silt-sized particles [9]. For gravel-sized sediment (particle diameter greater than 2 mm), the settling 
velocity is a function of the particle diameter (Equation 8):  

 𝝎 = 𝟔. 𝟎𝟏 𝒅𝟏 𝟐⁄  
 

(8) 

For sand, silt, and clay-sized particles (< 2 mm), the settling velocity is a function of the particle diameter 
and the specific weight of sediment (Equation 9):  

 
𝝎 = 𝑭 [𝒅𝒈 (

𝝀𝒔 − 𝝀

𝝀
)]

𝟏
𝟐⁄

 
(9) 

Where: 
F = 0.79 for very coarse sand (particle diameters between 1 and 2 mm) settling in water temperatures 
between 50 oF and 70oF 
g =  gravitational acceleration (ft/s2), 
λ = specific weight of water (62.4 lbs/ft3), 
λs = specific weight of sediment (165.4 lbs/ft3, assuming a specific gravity of 2.65), 

To simplify this modeling effort, the factor, F, is kept equal to 0.79 for temperatures colder than 50 oF. 

For finer sand and silt-sized sediment (particle diameters less than 1 mm), the settling velocity is also a 
function of the viscosity of the water and sediment mixture, and the factor, F, is computed using 
Equation 10: 

 

𝑭 = [
𝟐

𝟑
+

𝟑𝟔 𝝂𝟐

𝒈 𝒅𝟑 (
𝝀𝒔

𝝀
⁄ − 𝟏)

]

𝟏
𝟐⁄

− [
𝟑𝟔 𝝂𝟐

𝒈 𝒅𝟑 (
𝝀𝒔

𝝀
⁄ − 𝟏)

]

𝟏
𝟐⁄

 
(10) 

Where: 
ν = kinematic viscosity of the water-sediment mixture (ft2/s) 

The equation to compute the fall velocity factor, F, (Equation 10) can be simplified into Equation 11 and 
Equation 12: 

 
𝑭 = [

𝟐

𝟑
+ 𝒄𝒗]

𝟏 𝟐⁄

− [𝒄𝒗]𝟏 𝟐⁄  
(11) 

   

 

𝒄𝒗 = [
𝟑𝟔 𝝂𝟐

𝒈 𝒅𝟑  (
𝝀𝒔

𝝀
⁄ ) − 𝟏

] 

 

(12) 

The kinematic viscosity of the water-sediment mixture is the same as that of water when the sediment 
concentrations are well below 10,000 mg/L [10]. The viscosity of water is published in tables, but can be 
estimated as a function of water temperature using a regression equation (Figure 15 and Equation 13): 

 𝝂 = (𝟐. 𝟗𝟒𝟗 × 𝟏𝟎−𝟗) 𝑻𝟐 − (𝟓. 𝟐𝟕𝟔 × 𝟏𝟎−𝟕) 𝑻 + 𝟑. 𝟑𝟏𝟐 × 𝟏𝟎−𝟓 (13) 

Where: 
T = water temperature (oF), 



 
 

Bradley Lake Expansion Project 
Dixon Diversion Sediment Management Study 

 

Page 20 

 
Figure 15. Kinematic viscosity decreases with water temperature. 

4.0 SETTLING BASIN MODEL APPLICATION 
The sediment settling basin model was applied 1,000 times using different combinations of input 
assumptions based on the probability distributions of those inputs. The full range of probable inputs was 
simulated; as such, input values with the greatest probability were simulated more frequently than inputs 
of a lesser probability.  

For each simulation, a spreadsheet was used to apply the model in multiple steps. First, daily sediment 
loads from the Dixon Glacier were computed for the 46-year period from 1980 through 2025. This was 
accomplished by assuming an average annual gravel and cobble load and the percentage of the total 
sediment load that is gravel and cobble. From these two input choices, the total average annual sediment 
load is computed. Equation 1 is then applied to the daily discharge values to compute the daily sediment 
loads. The exponent (b) of Equation 1 was assumed (values between 1.5 and 3.0), and the coefficient (a) 
was back calculated so that the average annual sediment load (computed from the daily sediment loads) 
matched the assumed average annual sediment load (Figure 5). 

4.1 COMPUTATION OF SEDIMENT TRAP EFFICIENCIES 
Diversion pool sediment trap efficiencies were then computed for each sediment grain size, for a range 
of river discharges (in increments of 250 cfs between 250 and 1,750 cfs), and for a range of settling lengths 
(50 to 350 ft, in increments of 50 ft). An example calculation for the sediment guide wall portion of the 
diversion pool is presented in Table 4 for an assumed discharge of 1,000 cfs, a settling length of 200 ft, 
and an average settling width of 100 ft. For this example, all inflowing cobbles, gravel, and very coarse 
sand are predicted to deposit within the diversion pool. High percentages of coarse and medium sand 
(98% and 87%) are expected to deposit, while much lower percentages of fine and very fine sand (63% 
and 36%) are expected to deposit. A small portion of the inflowing silt-sized particles (18% to 1.5%) are 
expected to deposit. An even smaller portion of the inflowing clay-sized particles (0.6% to 0.05%) are 
expected to deposit. 
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Table 4. Example sediment model results with parameters defined above. 

Sediment Particle 
Size Class 

  

Sediment Particle 
Diameter Range 

Geometric 
Mean 

Diameter 
Fall Velocity Factors 

Fall 
Velocity, 

ω 

Sediment 
Trap 

Efficiency, P 

  (mm) (mm) (mm) Cν  F (ft/s) 

Small cobbles 64 130 91 9.3E-9 0.79 3.28 100% 

Very coarse gravel 32 64 45 7.4E-8 0.79 2.32 100% 

Coarse gravel 16 32 23 5.9E-7 0.79 1.64 100% 

Medium gravel 8.0 16 11 4.7E-6 0.79 1.16E 100% 

Fine gravel 4.0 8.0 5.7 3.8E-5 0.79 0.82 100% 

Very fine gravel 2.0 4.0 2.8 3.0E-4 0.79 0.58 100% 

Very coarse sand 1.0 2.0 1.4 4.9E-2 0.79 0.39 100% 

Coarse sand 0.50 1.0 0.71 1.4E-1 0.52 0.18 98% 

Medium sand 0.25 0.50 0.35 3.9E-1 0.40 0.10 87% 

Fine sand 0.13 0.25 0.18 1.1 0.28 4.9E-2 63% 

Very fine sand 6.3E-2 0.13 8.8E-2 3.2 0.18 2.2E-2 36% 

Coarse silt 3.1E-2 6.3E-2 4.4E-2 8.9 0.11 9.6E-3 18% 

Medium silt 1.6E-2 3.1E-2 2.2E-2 25 6.6E-2 4.1E-3 8% 

Fine silt 7.8E-3 1.6E-2 1.1E-2 71 3.9E-2 1.7E-3 3% 

Very fine silt 3.9E-3 7.8E-3 5.5E-3 2.0E2 2.3E-2 7.3E-4 1.5% 

Coarse clay 2.0E-3 3.9E-3 2.8E-3 5.7E2 1.4E-2 3.1E-4 0.6% 

Medim clay 9.8E-4 2.0E-3 1.4E-3 1.6E3 8.3E-3 1.3E-4 0.26% 

Fine clay 4.9E-4 9.8E-4 6.9E-4 4.6E3 4.9E-3 5.4E-5 0.11% 

Very fine clay 2.4E-4 4.9E-4 3.5E-4 1.3E4 2.9E-3 2.3E-5 0.05% 

Sediment that does not deposit along the guide wall will either pass to the downstream river channel or 
continue being transported through the diversion pool toward the forebay berm sill. A model assumption 
is that sediment will divert in proportion to the discharge (e.g., if one-quarter of the flow leaving the front 
side sediment guide wall model area is released through a MIF gate, then one-quarter of the sediment 
leaving that model area will also be released through the MIF gate). 

 
𝑸(𝒔−𝒓𝒊𝒗𝒆𝒓) = 𝑸(𝒔−𝒐𝒖𝒕) (

𝑸𝒘−𝒓𝒊𝒗𝒆𝒓

𝑸𝒘−𝒐𝒖𝒕
) (14) 

Where: 
𝑄(𝑠−𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑟) = sediment discharge rate to downstream river (yd3/day), 

𝑄(𝑠−𝑜𝑢𝑡) = sediment outflow rate from the front side portion of the diversion pool (yd3/day), 

𝑄(𝑤−𝑟𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑟) = water discharge rate to downstream river (cfs), 

𝑄(𝑤−𝑜𝑢𝑡) = water discharge rate from the front side portion of the diversion pool (cfs) 

Sediment trap efficiencies were also computed for the back side of the guide wall area of the pool for a 
range of sediment grain sizes and river discharges. For the back side portion, the settling length was held 
constant at 200 ft, and the average basin width was set to 90 ft. An example calculation for the back side 
portion is presented in Table 5 for an assumed discharge of 900 cfs (1,000 cfs inflow to the diversion with 
an assumed 100 cfs MIF release and 900 cfs going through the back side model area). For this example, 
all inflowing cobbles, gravel, and very coarse sand are predicted to have already deposited within the 
front side area of the diversion pool. High percentages of coarse and medium sand (98% and 87%) are 
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expected to deposit along the back side, while lower percentages of fine and very fine sand (63% and 36% 
are expected to deposit. A small portion of the inflowing silt-sized particles (18% to 1.5%) are expected to 
deposit within the back side of the diversion pool. An even smaller portion of the inflowing clay-sized 
particles (0.6% to 0.05%) than the silt sized particles are expected to deposit within the back side of the 
pool. 

Table 5. Example model calculation of sediment trap efficiency for the back side of the pool, assuming 
a discharge of 900 cfs, settling length of 200 ft, and an average settling width of 90 ft. 

Sediment Particle 
Size Class 

  

Sediment Particle 
Diameter Range 

Geometric 
Mean 

Diameter 
Fall Velocity Factors 

Fall 
Velocity, 

ω 

Sediment 
Trap 

Efficiency, 
P (mm) (mm) (mm) Cν  F (ft/s) 

Small Cobbles 64 128 90.510 9.26E-09 7.90E-01 3.28E+00 100% 

Very coarse gravel 32 64 45.255 7.41E-08 7.90E-01 2.32E+00 100% 

Coarse gravel 16 32 22.627 7.70E-04 7.90E-01 1.64E+00 100% 

Medium gravel 8 16 11.314 2.18E-03 7.90E-01 1.16E+00 100% 

Fine gravel 4 8 5.657 6.16E-03 7.90E-01 8.19E-01 100% 

Very fine gravel 2 4 2.828 1.74E-02 7.90E-01 5.79E-01 100% 

Very coarse sand 1 2 1.414 4.93E-02 7.90E-01 3.92E-01 100% 

Coarse sand 0.5 1 0.707 1.39E-01 5.24E-01 1.84E-01 98% 

Medium sand 0.25 0.5 0.354 3.94E-01 4.02E-01 9.98E-02 87% 

Fine sand 0.125 0.25 0.177 1.12E+00 2.79E-01 4.89E-02 63% 

Very fine sand 0.0625 0.125 0.088 3.15E+00 1.79E-01 2.22E-02 36% 

Coarse silt 0.0313 0.0625 0.044 8.92E+00 1.10E-01 9.62E-03 18% 

Medium silt 0.0156 0.0313 0.022 2.52E+01 6.59E-02 4.09E-03 8% 

Fine silt 0.0078 0.0156 0.011 7.14E+01 3.94E-02 1.73E-03 3% 

Very fine silt 0.0039 0.0078 0.006 2.02E+02 2.34E-02 7.27E-04 1.5% 

Coarse clay 0.0020 0.0039 0.003 5.71E+02 1.39E-02 3.06E-04 0.6% 

Medim clay 0.0010 0.0020 0.001 1.61E+03 8.29E-03 1.29E-04 0.26% 

Fine clay 0.0005 0.0010 0.001 4.57E+03 4.93E-03 5.41E-05 0.11% 

Very fine clay 0.00024 0.0005 0.000 1.29E+04 2.93E-03 2.28E-05 0.05% 

4.2 COMPUTATION OF DIVERSION POOL SEDIMENTATION 
Sedimentation rates were then computed for the front and back side areas of the diversion pool. 
Sedimentation rates were computed for the same range of discharges, settling lengths, and grain sizes as 
the sediment trap efficiency computations. An example calculation of sedimentation is presented in 
Table 6 for an assumed discharge of 1,000 cfs, settling lengths of 200 ft along the front and back side 
areas. The average settling basin widths were 100 ft on the front side and 90 ft on the back side. For this 
example, 33% of the inflowing sediment is predicted to deposit within the diversion pool on the front side. 
Most of this sedimentation is predicted to be cobble, gravel, and very coarse to fine sand. A portion of the 
very fine sand (36%) and some of the silt sizes (18% to 1%) are expected to deposit along the front side of 
the sediment guide wall. Very little, if any, clay size particles are expected to deposit within the front side 
area. 
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Of the sediments that transport through the front side along the guide wall (sand, silt, and clay-sized 
particles), 7% are predicted to be discharged downstream to the EFMR through the MIF gate (i.e.,  100 cfs 
(10%) of the inflow of 1,000 cfs will be discharged downstream). 
 
Of the sediments that transport through the front side (sand, silt, and clay-sized particles) and continue 
through the back side area toward the forebay berm, 12% are predicted to deposit within the back side 
portion of the diversion pool. Most of the sedimentation is predicted to be sand (100% to 36%). Some silt 
is also expected to deposit in the back side area (18% to 1%). Little if any clay-sized particles are predicted 
to deposit. 
 
Of the sediment particles that inflow to the diversion pool, 52% are predicted to flow into the diversion 
tunnel to Bradley Lake. The sediment that flows to Bradley Lake will include small amounts of medium, 
fine, and very fine sand (2%, 13%, and 7%). Most of the silt and clay-size particles entering the pool are 
predicted to be diverted through the tunnel, including 61% to 87% of the silt and 89%to 90% of the clay 
particles. 

Table 6. Example calculation of sediment inflow rates, sedimentation rates, and sediment outflow 
rates for Dixon Diversion at a discharge inflow rate of 1,000 cfs. 

Sediment Particle 
Size Class 

Portion 

in Size 
Class 

Sediment 
Inflow Rate 
(yd3/day) 

Front Side 
Sedimentation 

Rate 

(yd3/day) 

Sediment 
Discharge 

Rate to EFMR 
(yd3/day) 

Back Side 
Sedimentation 

Rate 

(yd3/day) 

Sediment 
Discharge 

Rate to Tunnel 
(yd3/day) 

Small Cobbles 0.50% 46 46 0.0 0 0 

Very coarse gravel 0.90% 82 82 0.0 0 0 

Coarse gravel 0.90% 82 82 0.0 0 0 

Medium gravel 0.90% 82 82 0.0 0 0 

Fine gravel 0.90% 82 82 0.0 0 0 

Very fine gravel 0.90% 82 82 0.0 0 0 

Very coarse sand 5.38% 491 491 0.0 0 0 

Coarse sand 5.38% 491 479 1.2 11 0 

Medium sand 7.38% 675 583 9.1 71 11 

Fine sand 8.38% 765 479 28.6 161 96 

Very fine sand 9.38% 856 308 54.8 177 316 

Coarse silt 10.38% 947 166 78.0 123 579 

Medium silt 10.38% 947 75 87.2 62 723 

Fine silt 10.38% 947 32 91.5 28 795 

Very fine silt 10.38% 947 14 93.3 12 828 

Coarse clay 7.38% 673 4 66.9 4 599 

Medim clay 5.38% 491 1 49.0 1 440 

Fine clay 3.38% 309 0 30.8 0 277 

Very fine clay 1.38% 126 0 12.6 0 114 

Total Sediment Rates 9,118 3,088 603 651 4,776 



 
 

Bradley Lake Expansion Project 
Dixon Diversion Sediment Management Study 

 

Page 24 

4.3 DIVERSION POOL SEDIMENT FLUSHING 
The diversion pool sediment will need to be periodically flushed downstream to the EFMR. Hydraulic 
flushing will be accomplished by lowering the Obermeyer spillway gates when inflows are sufficiently high 
to flush the sedimentation from the front side area. Sedimentation within the back side area of the 
diversion pool will need to be mechanically flushed with excavation equipment during periods of low river 
discharge or during a hydraulic flush. Sediment will be mechanically moved to the stream channel just 
upstream from the diversion dam slide gates, or Obermeyer spillway gates, for hydraulic flushing 
downstream. The settling basin model simulates when the diversion pool is hydraulically flushed by 
numerically accumulating the computed daily sedimentation volumes.  

The model numerically triggers a hydraulic flush of sediment along the front side of the sediment guide 
wall when both of the following conditions are met: 

1. When the cumulated sedimentation volume equals or exceeds 9,900 yd3 (90% of the sediment 
storage capacity along front side of the sediment guide wall, which is estimated to be 11,000 yd3).  

2. When discharge flowing into the diversion pool equals or exceeds 200 cfs. 

The model incorporates the assumption that each hydraulic sediment flush is completed within a single 
day. Estimates of the time required to hydraulically flush sediment are discussed in Section 5.2. 

An example application of the hydraulic flushing criteria is presented in Figure 16. In this example, 2021 
hydrology data were used to simulate the frequency of sediment flushing. The diversion pool starts the 
year with nearly 3,800 yd3 of sediment along the front side of the diversion pool. By June 7th, the projected 
sedimentation volume exceeds 9,900 yd3, the inflow discharge exceeds 200 cfs, and the sediment is 
numerically flushed downstream. Sedimentation then accumulates over the next 16 days until the pool is 
again flushed on June 24th. The cycle of sedimentation and flushing is repeated 18 more times for a total 
of 20 times during the year. For this simulation, the number of days between hydraulic sediment flushes 
averages 5.2 days. There are also eight occurrences where there are just 3 days between hydraulic 
sediment flushes. For the simulated year (2021), a total of 233,000 yd3 of sediment were hydraulically 
flushed downstream, with an average of 11,700 yd3 per flush. 

Simulation of this example year ends with just over 2,700 yd3 of sediment trapped in the front side area 
of the sediment guide wall (the model did not trigger an end of season flush flushed because the diversion 
inflows were less than 200 cfs).  
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Figure 16. Example application of hydraulic sediment flushing criteria during 2021, where 
sedimentation and inflow are tracked daily. 

Mechanical sediment flushes from the back side area of the diversion pool are assumed prior to the water 
diversion season, which is expected to start on May 15th of each year. In addition, a mechanical flush is 
assumed to occur when the cumulated sedimentation volume in the back side area of the diversion pool 
equals or exceeds 2,700 yd3 (90% of the sediment storage capacity of the back side area, which is 
estimated to be 3,000 yd3). An example application of the mechanical flushing criteria is presented in 
Figure 17. This example also uses 2021 hydrology data to simulate the frequency of mechanical sediment 
flushing. In this example, the back side area of the diversion pool starts the year with nearly 1,600 yd3 of 
sediment. As scheduled, a mechanical sediment flush of the back side area occurs on May 15th. 
Sedimentation then accumulates along the back side over the next 41 days until this area of the pool is 
again mechanically flushed on June 25th. The cycle of sedimentation and flushing is repeated 16 more 
times, for a total of 17 times during the year. For this simulation, the number of days between mechanical 
sediment flushes averages 7.6 days. There are also four occurrences where there are just three days 
between mechanical sediment flushes. For the simulated year, a total of 48,700 yd3 of sediment were 
mechanically flushed downstream, with an average of 2,900 yd3 per flush. Simulation of this example year 
ends with 250 yd3 of sediment trapped within the back side area.  
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Figure 17. Example application of mechanical sediment flushing criteria during 2021, where 
sedimentation is tracked daily. 

5.0 SETTLING BASIN MODEL RESULTS 
Settling basin model results are presented for the frequency of hydraulic and mechanical sediment flushes 
from the Dixon Diversion pool. HEC-RAS model results are summarized for the time necessary to conduct 
hydraulic sediment flushes for a range of inflow discharges (Section 5.2). 

5.1 FREQUENCY OF SEDIMENT FLUSHES 
For each of the 1,000 model simulations, the number of hydraulic and mechanical sediment flushes were 
computed for each year of the 46-year hydrology record. Example results are provided for the case based 
on an assumed gravel and cobble load of 40,000 yd3 per year (representing 5% of the total load) and a 
sediment-discharge exponent of 2 (Figure 18). For this example, the average number of hydraulic flushes 
of the front side area of the sediment guide wall is 20 per year, with a standard deviation of eight per 
year. The minimum number of hydraulic flushes is four per year, and the maximum number was 39 flushes 
per year. For the back side area, the average number of mechanical sediment flushes is 17 per year, with 
a standard deviation of 7. The minimum number of flushes is two per year, and the maximum number 
was 34 flushes per year.  
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Figure 18. Example sediment flushing results based on a gravel and cobble load of 40,000 yd3 per year 
(representing 5% of the total load) and a sediment-discharge exponent of 2. 

The statistical distribution of the annual sediment flushes for the 1,000 simulations is presented in 
Figure 19. For these 1,000 different simulations, the number of front side sediment flushes ranged from 
0 to 74 flushes per year, with a median of 14 sediment flushes per year. Simulations with more than 
39 flushes are outliers. When the simulated years are ranked by the number of sediment flushes, the 
lower and upper quartiles (25% and 75%) of front side sediment flushes were 9 and 21 flushes per year, 
which accounts for one-half of all years simulated. Five percent of the years had no more than three font-
side sediment flushes per year, and 95% of the years had no more than 32 flushes per year. The average 
discharge during a front side flushing event is ~1,200 cfs. 

Mechanical flushing of the back side of the sediment guide wall area will take place during low flow 
conditions, or during a hydraulic flush of the front side area when the Obermeyer gates are lowered down 
to the channel bed elevation. The frequency of back side sediment flushes is expected to be very similar 
to the frequency of front side sediment flushes because the frequency of the hydraulic and mechanical 
sediment flushes are driven by the sediment inflow rates. For these 1,000 different simulations, the 
number of back side sediment flushes ranged from 1 to 75 flushes per year, with a median of 13 sediment 
flushes per year. Simulations with more than 38 flushes are outliers. The lower and upper quartiles (25% 
and 75% of the years) of back side sediment flushes are 8 and 20 flushes per year, which accounts for one-
half of all years simulated. Five percent of the years had no more than two back side sediment flushes per 
year, and 95% of the years had no more than 32 flushes per year.  
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Figure 19. Distribution of sediment flushes based on 46,000 simulation years. 

The Monte Carlo results show the wide range of sediment flushes per year, depending on hydrology and 
sediment yield rates from the Dixon Glacier (Figure 20). Based on the probability distribution of the 
results, the most frequent number of front side sediment guide wall flushes was between 10 and 
15 flushes per year. There is considerable variability in the number of sediment flushes per year. 
Ninety percent of the simulated years had between 3 and 32 front side sediment flushes per year.  

 

Figure 20. Probability of sediment flushes based on 46,000 simulation years. 

The most frequent number of back side sediment flushes is 7 to 9 flushes per year. Ninety percent of the 
simulated years have between 2 and 32 back side sediment flushes per year. 
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5.2 DURATION OF HYDRAULIC SEDIMENT FLUSHES 
The front side of the guide wall model area will be cleared of sediment hydraulically using the glacial 
runoff to remove sediment from the diversion pool. Hydraulic flushing will be performed by lowering the 
two 10-m wide Obermeyer gates (lowered to the channel bed elevation) to allow trapped sediment to be 
carried downstream to the EFMR. During a hydraulic sediment flush, no water will be diverted to Bradley 
Lake.  

Intuitively, the time it will take to flush the sediment will depend on the inflow rate. Several quasi-steady 
HEC-RAS model iterations were run with flow rates of 500, 750, 1,000, 1,250, and 2,500 cfs. The hydraulic 
flushing modeling begins with a sediment delta (Figure 10) on the front side area composed of the 
deposited sediment (i.e., channel bottom) as predicted in the settling basin model. Each simulation was 
run until the sediment was completely flushed from the diversion pool. Using the Meyer-Peter and Muller 
equation, the time to flush completely will be about 24 hours at the average flushing flow rate of 
approximately 1,250 cfs. Note that the deposited sediment does not necessarily need to be completely 
flushed to restore operations; a partial flush may be desirable to restore operations when the inflow is 
relatively small (e.g., 500 cfs) and the time to completely flush the sediment is significantly longer. To 
restore operations at a lower inflow rate, a partial flush could be performed, and then operators could 
wait until a larger, more efficient inflow is available to completely flush the diversion pool. Appendix B 
presents the hydraulic sediment flushing model in more detail. 

6.0 DISCUSSION 
The sediment settling-basin model is a useful tool for simulating the diversion pool sedimentation by 
particle size range over decades of time. Results from these model simulations provide insights into the 
frequency sediment flushes may be needed to maintain water diversion operations at the Dixon Diversion 
Dam.  

In the absence of sediment load measurements (suspended sediment concentration and bed load), model 
inputs were estimated as probability distributions for a reasonable range of values. Application of the 
Monte Carlo approach provided a method for evaluating the uncertainty in the sediment analysis by 
accounting for the uncertainty and expected ranges in the model inputs: average annual bed-material 
load, the portion of total load that is bed-material load, and the exponent of the sediment-discharge 
equation.  

The average annual bed-material load from the Dixon Glacier was estimated from the bed-surface change 
measurement of the Martin River braid plain (40,000 yd3 per year) [4]. Bed load measurements were not 
available to corroborate this estimate, so the uncertainty for the bed-material load was judged to range 
from 10,000 to 80,000 yd3 per year.  

Bed-material load was estimated to represent 5% of the total sediment load. No suspended sediment 
concentrations were available to compute the total load, so the uncertainty for this portion was judged 
to be as low as 3% and as high as 15%. 

The daily sediment loads were assumed to vary with an exponent of the mean daily discharge. The 
exponent for the sediment-discharge equation was assumed to be 2. No sediment load measurements 
were available to verify this assumption, so the uncertainty for this exponent was judged to be as low as 
1.5 and as high as 3. Sediment loads could also vary over time, for the same discharge, as channels within 
the glacier evolve, and when sub-glacial meltwater encounters pockets of till [11]. As developed, the 
model only allows the daily sediment loads to vary with an exponent of discharge. However, the computed 
daily sediment loads should represent the average load entering the Dixon diversion pool area for a given 
discharge. 
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The diversion pool behind Dixon Diversion Dam will act as a sediment-settling basin, trapping virtually all 
inflowing cobbles, gravel, and coarse sand particles. The finer the sediment particle size, the greater the 
probability that it will pass downstream to the EFMR or be diverted through the tunnel to Bradley Lake. 
Most of the sand-sized particles entering the diversion pool are expected to deposit, while most of the silt 
and clay-sized particles are expected to either pass downstream to the ERMR or through the diversion 
tunnel.  

The sediment guide wall will steer the inflowing water and sediment load toward the diversion dam. The 
guide wall will create a longer flow path to the tunnel’s forebay weir, which will allow more time for 
sediment particles to deposit. The sediment guide wall also constricts the inflow leading to the diversion 
dam, which facilitates hydraulic flushing of previously deposited sediment when the Obermeyer gates are 
lowered to the channel bed level.  

Model simulations show significant year-to-year variations in the number of sediment flushes. For the 
base case (40,000 yd3 per year average annual bed-material load, representing 5% of the total load, and 
a sediment discharge exponent of 2), the annual number of front side sediment flushes for the 46 years 
of hydrology varies from 4 to 39, with a median of 21. The average number of flushes is 20 with a standard 
deviation of 8. When all 1,000 simulations are considered (46,000 simulation years), the annual number 
of front side sediment flushes varies from 0 to 74, with a median of 14. The average annual number of 
flushes is 16, and the standard deviation is 9. Both the median and average number of sediment flushes 
decreases when considering all 1,000 simulations compared to the base case, primarily because the 10% 
coarse material ratio was as equally weighted as a 5% coarse material ratio. Monitoring sediment 
accumulation and conducting periodic flushes will be needed to appropriately manage the system; 
however the uncertainty in the actual sediment load and the variability in expected sediment parameters, 
will require the operators to implement an adaptive management program based on the inflow and 
observed conditions. 

7.0 CONCLUSIONS 
The diversion pool behind the Dixon Diversion Dam will trap a significant portion of the inflowing 
sediment. The pool will tend to trap the coarser sediment particles (cobble, gravel, and coarse sand), while 
finer sediment particles will tend to pass through the pool to either the downstream river channel or 
through the diversion tunnel.  

The sediment guide wall is expected to steer inflowing sediment particles toward the diversion dam. The 
sediment guide wall also creates a longer flow path, giving sediment more settling time, before water is 
diverted through the tunnel to Bradley Lake. 

Based on sediment settling basin model simulations, there will be significant variability in the annual and 
daily sediment loads entering the diversion pool. Higher sediment loads will fill the pool more rapidly than 
lower sediment loads. Once sediment has largely filled the channel along the front side of the guide wall, 
hydraulic flushing will be necessary to prevent coarse sediment particles from entering the diversion 
tunnel. Sedimentation along the back side of the guide wall will likely need to be mechanically flushed to 
maintain the trap efficiency for coarse particles. Sediment flushed to the downstream river channel will 
primarily consist of cobble, gravel, and coarse sand. 

The annual number of sediment flushes will vary from year to year. Although the annual number of front 
side sediment (hydraulic) flushes could vary from 0 to 74, but the typical number of sediment flushes is 
expected to have range from 3 to 32 (90% of the years), with a median of 14 flushes per year. The number 
of back side (mechanical) flushes is similar to the front side. The annual number of back side sediment 
flushes could vary from 1 to 75, but the typical number of mechanical sediment flushes is expected to 
range from 2 to 32 (90% of the years), with a median of 13 flushes per year. 
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